Use what talents you possess:  the woods would be very silent if no birds sang there except those that sang best
-Henry Van Dyke

You cannot prevent the birds of sorrow from flying over your head, but you can prevent them from building nests in your hair  -Chinese Proverb

The bird of paradise alights only on the hand that does not grasp – John Berry

Intelligence without ambition is a bird without wings  -  C. Archie Danielson
A wise old owl sat on an oak.  The more he saw, the less he spoke.  The less he spoke, the more he heard.  Why aren’t we like that wise old bird?  - Edward Hersey Richards

Faith without works is like a bird without wings;  though she may hop with her companions on earth, she will never fly with them to heaven – Frances Bacon

Enjoy the spring of love and youth, to some good angel leave the rest.  For time will teach thee soon the truth:  there are no birds in last year’s nest  - Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

She was not quite what you would call refined.  She was not quite what you would call unrefined.  She was the kind of person that keeps a parrot  -  Mark Twain

It happens as one sees in cages:  the birds who are outside despair they may never get in, and those within are equally desirous of getting out.  -  Michel Eyquem De Montaigne

God gives every bird a worm, but He does not throw it into its nest  - PD James

For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone.  The flowers appear on earth, the time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land  -  Solomon 

